
AGENDA 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

January 7, 2014 
 
1. Approval of Minutes – December 17, 2013  
 
2. Approval of Claims  

 
Anyone desiring to view the Open Meetings Act may do so.  The document is 
available for public inspection and is located on the south wall of the City Council 
Chambers. 

 
The City Council may go into closed session to discuss certain agenda items to 
protect the public interest or to prevent the needless injury to the reputation of an 
individual and if such individual has not requested a public hearing. 

 
3. Action on Recommendations from the LB840 Sales Tax Advisory Committee on 

a Request by Wayne Area Economic Development for 
Community Marketing/Administration Grant in the 
amount of $5,000.  Community Marketing includes the 
Wayne Works campaign, people/workforce attraction, 
and the continual business and industry marketing 

 
Background: In 2008, Wayne voters approved a 1 cent local sales tax that 
brings in approximately $500,000 per year in revenue to the City to be used for 
capital projects and economic development.   
• State law requires the first estimated $55,000 to go to the City of Wayne 

Street Department; 
• 60% (about $270,000 per year) is to be used for capital projects; 
• 40% (about $175.000 per year) is allocated to local economic development; 

and 
• A portion of the $175,000 for economic development can be used for the 

operation of WAED and marketing the community.   
 
This action before you is to act on a $5,000 allocation the Council has been 
annually setting aside for WAED to use for marketing Wayne. 
 
Recommendation:  The recommendation of the WAED Board is to approve the 
$5,000 marketing allocation.   

 
4. Action on Recommendations from the LB840 Sales Tax Advisory Committee on 

a Request by Rod L. Lutt and Christine E. Cook-Lutt, 
d/b/a “Lutt Oil and Service” for a Low Interest Loan in 
the amount of $50,000 

 
5. Review of Clarified Information and Possible Action to Reconsider Council 

Decision on the Contract with Big Rivers Electric 
Corporation that was approved at the December 17, 2013, 
Council Meeting  

 



Background:  At the December 17th Council meeting, the Council approved, by 
a 7-1 vote, a motion to award a contract to Big Rivers Electric Corporation to 
supply wholesale electric power at a 10% discount from the NPPD blend rate to 
Wayne from January 1, 2019, to December 31, 2026, if it was approved by the 
City Council before December 31, 2013.  After that date, the Big Rivers’ 10% 
discount was based on the NPPD Generation Station Rate, which historically 
has been approximately 3% higher.   Our RFP negotiator stated that the total 
discount for Wayne would be 13% if the Council approved the Big Rivers’ 
contract at the December 17th Council meeting and only 10% if approved after 
that date.  

 
Our attorney has determined that the actual total discount if approved at the 
December 17th Council meeting would mathematically be 12.75% instead of 
13% if the spread between NPPD rates is exactly 3%.  Using the 13-year 
projected electric rates presented to the Council, the .25% mathematical 
difference would mean about $300,000 less savings over the life of the Wayne-
Big Rivers’ contract.  The actual difference between the NPPD Blend Rate and 
Generation Station Rate is set by NPPD rate calculations and not guaranteed to 
be 3%.    
 
Recommendation:  The concern by the City Attorney is that this information 
was not presented clearly to the Council at the meeting and may have made a 
material difference in the Councilmembers’ deliberation and vote on the 
contract.  If the Councilmembers determine the corrected information would 
have made a material difference to their votes and they want to have a second 
vote, a motion to reconsider can only be made by a Councilmember who voted 
on the prevailing side in the vote at the December 17th Council meeting.  If there 
is a re-vote, and the contract is not approved, then you’re back to the options 
of: 

1)   Approving the Big Rivers’ contract at a later date at a lower discount;  
2)   Advertising for bids again next year; or  
3)   Going to the market later and hedging prices like Neligh. 

 
There is no attorney or staff recommendation on this issue.   

 
6. Ordinance 2014-1: Vacating East 12th Street lying between the West Line of 

the North-South Alley between Windom Street, 
extended north, and Walnut Street and the West Line of 
Walnut Street  

 
Background: This is the half block of 12th Street that goes west from Walnut 
Street to Bowen Hall.  This is bounded on both sides by the Wayne State College 
campus and is used by Wayne State College traffic only.  We have upgraded 
this street to good condition and have notified Wayne State College of our intent 
to transfer it to the State of Nebraska. 
 
Recommendation:  The recommendation of Joel Hansen, Street Superintendent, 
is to transfer the street to the State of Nebraska. 

 
7. Ordinance 2014-2: Amending Sections of the Wayne Municipal Code Book 

Regarding Parking Restrictions 



 
Background:  After construction of several blocks of new city streets, Joel 
reviewed our entire city code and prepared a map of parking ordinances in 
place and new parking ordinances that he, Garry and I recommend for your 
consideration. This Ordinance would establish new no-parking any time 
locations on one side of streets that are new or haven’t been acted on in the past.  
Joel has prepared large maps for the packet showing these locations and will 
explain the changes at the meeting.  Hard copies of these maps will also be 
distributed at the meeting.  The ordinance will require three readings, so you’ll 
have time to get familiar with the proposed changes. 
 
Joel has also prepared a second map for a later Council meeting (also included 
in this packet) that shows suggested new sections of streets to prohibit over-
night parking.  Hard copies of this map will also be distributed at the meeting. 
 
Recommendation:  The recommendation of Joel Hansen, Street Superintendent, 
Garry Poutre, Superintendent of Public Works & Utilities, and Lowell Johnson, 
City Administrator, is to approve the proposed sections of streets that would 
make one side of the streets no-parking any time.  

 
8. Ordinance 2014-3: Restructuring the Community Development Agency 

 
Background:  The current membership of the Wayne Community Development 
Agency is authorized by ordinance to be limited to the Mayor and 
Councilmembers.  The Mayor and several members of the Wayne Business and 
Industries Committee Board have suggested that the Wayne CDA membership 
include fewer elected city officials and more members of other subdivisions of 
government and community members.  The proposed ordinance would provide 
for that change. 
 
Recommendation:  The change in membership is a decision of the elected 
officials and there is no recommendation from WAED or city staff. 

 
9. Resolution 2014-1: Accepting Bid and Authorizing the Purchase of a 

Replacement Street Sweeper 
 

Background:   Only one bid was received and the price was $169,848 for a new 
3-wheel Elgin Pelican street sweeper if purchased before December 31st.   The 
low bid also allows a reduction of $22,000 for our current 1998 Elgin street 
sweeper if we choose to trade it instead of selling it out right. 

 
Recommendation:  At the December 3rd Council meeting, we asked your 
approval to sign a Purchase Order for a new street sweeper if the low bid met 
our specifications and the net cost with trade was under $165,000.  The only bid 
received met those criteria, and we issued a Purchase Order based on our 
conversations at the December 3rd meeting.  The recommendation of Garry 
Poutre, Superintendent of Public Works & Utilities, is to ratify the staff’s 
acceptance of the low bid and ordering of the street sweeper. 

 



10. Action on Pay Application No. 4 in the amount of $43,879.73 to Robert Woehler 
& Sons Construction for the Chief’s Way Sanitary 
Sewer & Water Extension Project 

 
11. Adjourn 

 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND CONTENT: 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Mayor  
 
 
_____________________________________ 
City Administrator  
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