
       
  

AGENDA 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

May 17, 2011 
 

 5:30 Call to Order 
 

1. Approval of Minutes – May 3, 2011 
  

2. Approval of Claims 
 

Anyone desiring to view the Open Meetings Act may do so.  The document is available 
for public inspection and is located on the south wall of the City Council Chambers. 

 
Anyone desiring to speak on an agenda item is invited to do so, and should limit 
themselves to three minutes.  After being recognized by the Chair, proceed to the rostrum 
and state your name and address for the record. 

The City Council may go into closed session to discuss certain agenda items to protect 
the public interest or to prevent the needless injury to the reputation of an individual and 
if such individual has not requested a public hearing. 
 

3. Action on $167,000 Claim Filed by Kate Lassila Against the City of Wayne for 
Discrimination, Retaliation and Hostile Work Environment 

 
Background:  This is a claim filed by a former police dispatcher against the City of 
Wayne under the Nebraska Tort Claims Act.   
 
Recommendation:  The recommendation of legal counsel is to table action on this 
claim and forward the claim to our insurance carrier. 

 
4. Appointment of Tom Sievers as Fire Chief of Wayne Volunteer Fire Department 

 
Background: The Fire Chief must be recommended annually by a vote of the Fire 
Department and confirmed by the City Council.  Tom has been reelected by the 
department for another one-year term as Fire Chief.  

 
5. Report on the Wayne Fire Department Practice House Burn (Former Scotty Thompson 

Property) on May 1st 
 

Background:  Because people get trapped in fires, regular firefighter training 
includes the use of air tanks inside confined spaces in live smoke and intense heat 
and searching for objects while advancing uncharged and charged fire hoses. 
Controlled burns of condemned buildings provide area departments realistic 
opportunities to train for high risk rescues.  On May 1st, the Wayne Fire 
Department hosted a practice burn in cooperation with area departments, and Chief 
Tom Sievers will share some of the photos taken of that event at this meeting. 

 
6. Resolution 2011-33: Approving the Recreational Trails Program Project 

Agreement  between the City of Wayne and the Nebraska 



Game and Parks Commission Regarding Signage for the 
Trail 

Background:  At the April 19th Council meeting, the Council approved $4,099 in 
local matching funds in an application for a $16,395 Nebraska Game and Parks 
grant to install educational signage along the Phase I Trail.  The application was 
approved, and this Resolution is required by the Nebraska Game and Parks 
Commission to commit their funding to the project. 
 
Recommendation:  The recommendation of the Finance Director and City 
Administrator is to approve the agreement and complete the project. 
 

7. Resolution 2011-34: Approving Interlocal Cooperation Agreement and Special 
Operation and Maintenance Agreement between the City of 
Wayne and the Lower Elkhorn Natural Resources District 
for the “Wayne Trail Logan Creek Overlook Bank 
Stabilization Project” 

 
Background:  High water flows in South Logan Creek in recent years has caused 
serious damage to the creek banks at the old city dump site by the airport, the Phase 
I Trail Overlook by the Highway 15 bridge, and our primary storm drain system 
outlet at Boy Scout Park at the south end of Nebraska Street.   The former dump 
site reconstruction cost was about $200,000 and has been completed.  The engineer’s 
estimate of cost for the storm drain outlet is about $250,000 and the engineer’s 
estimate for the trail overlook bank stabilization is about $88,000.  This Resolution 
approves an agreement with the Natural Resources District for a $25,000 grant to 
do that work.  Anthony Lawrence is also preparing a grant application to the 
Nebraska Environmental Trust for this “Trail Overlook Bank Stabilization 
Project.” 

 
8. Resolution 2011-35: Accepting 2010 Wayne Sidewalk Replacement Project and 

Authorizing Final Payment  
 
Background:  This project has been determined “substantially complete” by the 
project engineer, and a request for final payment to M. E. Collins, the sidewalk 
replacement contractor, has been submitted.  The sidewalk project included tear-
out and replacement of 3,600 lf of downtown sidewalk, construction of eight ADA 
building entrance ramps and eleven ADA sidewalk intersection ramps, and the 
replacement of some water main.  The total project also included the renovation of 
fourteen downtown historic building facades.  The total project cost, including the 
property owners’ costs, is $884,322.  $280,000 in CDBG funds were used to complete 
the Downtown Revitalization Plan and to construct the project. 
  
Recommendation:  The recommendation of the project engineer and city staff is to 
accept the project and approve the final payment to M. E. Collins, contractor, 
contingent upon final payment of a small damage claim to a building owner and the 
railing being completed at Geno’s. 

 
9. Action on Application for Payment No. 9 in the Amount of $328,561.00 to Eriksen 

Construction Co. for the 2009-2010 Wastewater Treatment 
Facility Improvements, Phase I Project 

 
Background:  The total construction contract for this project is about $5.1 million.  



 
Recommendation:  The recommendation of the project engineer is to pay the claim 
for work completed and approved according to the contract. 

10. Action on Pay Application No. 10 in the Amount of $29,452.27 to Layne Christensen 
Co. for the Well House and Municipal Well 2009-1 Project 

 
Recommendation:  The recommendation of the project engineer is to pay the claim 
for work completed and approved according to the contract. 
 

11. Action to Write-Off the Wayne Revolving Loan Fund Loan of Felix Industries in the 
Amount of $41,200.29  

 
Background: In 2005, Felix Industries was approved for a $75,000 business 
relocation/start-up loan from the Wayne Revolving Loan Fund.  The Felix loan used 
Revolving Loan Fund “program income” money that was paid back from previous 
CDBG Economic Development loans.   The Felix loan was for “gap financing” to 
supplement a local bank loan to build a new building in the Wayne Industrial Park 
and was secured with a second mortgage on the Felix property.  The business 
ultimately failed, and the bank sold the property.  The sale of the property covered 
the bank loan and part of the Revolving Loan Fund loan. We have been unable to 
collect the remainder of the loan, and this action acknowledges and closes out the 
loss of CDBG economic development funds. 
 
Recommendation:  The recommendation of the Finance Director and City 
Administrator is to write off the loss and end further attempts to collect. 

 
12. Action to Amend Policy on the Age Limit for Unattended Children at the Community 

Activity Center 
 

Background: Since the Community Activity Center was opened in 2002, our policy 
has been to require a person 10 years of age or younger to be accompanied by a 
parent or someone 18 years of age or older.  Over time, we have eased up on that 
requirement and have had no serious issues other than the size of the crowd after 
school.  This spring, we were reminded by our insurance carrier that we need strict 
enforcement of our age admittance policy or we put the city at risk for liability, and 
put our CAC staff at risk for personal liability in the event an underage person is 
injured, assaulted or lost. 
 
Finding someone 18 years or older to accompany an underage person is difficult, so 
we have proposed the following policy change to our insurance carrier:  
 
“To use the Community Activity Center, children of the age 8 and below must be 
accompanied with supervision of a person age 18 or older or a person 12 or older 
that holds a current Red Cross Babysitter Certification.” 
 
Our insurance carrier will cover us if we adopt it as policy. 
 
Recommendation:  This proposal is brought forward for your consideration with no 
staff recommendation yet.    

 
13. Discussion of Annual Review of City Administrator 

 



14. Appointments:   
  Sandy Brown to the Recreation-Leisure Services Commission 

 
15. Adjourn 

 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND CONTENT: 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Mayor  
 
 
_____________________________________ 
City Administrator 
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