
AGENDA 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

June 6, 2017 

1. Approval of Minutes – May 16, 2017

2. Approval of Claims

The City Council will be hearing public comments on the following agenda items:     _____

Anyone desiring to view the Open Meetings Act may do so.  The document is available for
public inspection and is located on the south wall of the Council Chambers.

The City Council may go into closed session to discuss certain agenda items to protect the
public interest or to prevent the needless injury to the reputation of an individual and if
such individual has not requested a public hearing.

3. Action to accept resignation of Councilmember Nick Muir — Ward 1

4. Action on declaring a “Notice of Vacancy” in Ward 1 and authorizing the City Clerk to
publish notice 

Background:  Attached is a page from the Wayne Municipal Code Book outlining the 
steps that need to be taken when there is a vacancy on the City Council.  Nick is 
preparing his written notice of vacancy, and that will be distributed at the meeting. 
The City Clerk will prepare and publish a “Notice of Vacancy.”  The Mayor then has 
four weeks from this meeting to place the issue of filling the vacancy on the agenda 
for Council approval. 

5. Action on the appointment of Phil Monahan as Fire Chief of the Wayne Volunteer Fire
Department 

Background:  The firefighters vote each year on a recommendation to the Mayor for 
an appointment of a Fire Chief.  The Council then votes to approve the Mayor’s 
appointment. 

Recommendation:  The recommendation of the Wayne Firefighters is to reappoint 
Phil Monahan as the Fire Chief. 

6. Resolution 2017-50: Approving Consulting Services Agreement Addendum with
C. H. Guernsey & Company 

Background:  The Council has already approved a Consulting Agreement to assess 
the status of the Wayne power plant and to prepare options to begin replacing the 
oldest engines or to leave the power plant generation as is and decommission the 
engines as they become too obsolete to maintain.  Our current plant generation 
capacity is 19 Megawatts using expensive diesel fuel.  An estimate of the cost to replace 
9 Megawatts of our oldest engines with the new high efficient natural gas generation 
would be around $12 million.  Our current Wayne system peak demand is around 15 
Megawatts.  One source of funding to pay for replacement generation is to connect 
directly across Northeast Nebraska Public Power District powerlines to the Southwest 



Power Pool grid and contract to provide capacity in that market to follow wind 
generation that we contract to provide backup power for.  That would require some 
fulltime staff 24/7 to operate on demand from the SPP, but that labor cost would be 
compensated for in the contract.  This addendum retains Guernsey to work with 
Northeast Nebraska Public Power District and Wakefield to research the cost and the 
process to make that connection.   
 
The other source of funding could be to wait until halfway through our Big Rivers’ 
contract to install new generation, and then, beginning in 2027, buy energy only 
through the Southwest Power Pool, using our own power plant to provide the capacity 
while seldom running the plant.   At current market pricing, that method of 
purchasing power would create about $1.2 million per year in savings with about 50% 
available for operational costs and 50% for debt service for the new engine.   

 
Recommendation:  Approval of this prepares for you the option for the City Council 
to consider this method of connecting to the SPP and financing generation 
replacement by contracting for wind following capacity through them to pay for the 
Wayne engine so you can financially evaluate the option.  It doesn’t create any 
obligation.   The recommendation of Lowell Johnson, City Administrator, and the 
Electric Department staff is to approve the addendum to help evaluate financing 
options for this or future Councils. 
 

7. Resolution 2017-51: Approving Agreement with Providence Medical Center for 
ambulance services 
 

Background:  This Resolution would approve the attached proposal suggested by the 
Mayor at the May 30th special joint meeting of the Wayne City Council, the Wayne 
Rural Fire District Board, and the Providence Medical Center Board. 
 

8. Ordinance 2017-10: Annexing Real Estate to the City of Wayne and extending the 
Corporate Limits in the Northeast Quadrant of the City of 
Wayne to include said Real Estate (Beaumont Event Center) 
(Second Reading) 

 
9. Ordinance 2017-11: Creating Street Improvement District No. 2017-01 – Wayne 

Crown II Project (Third and Final Reading) 
 

10. Ordinance 2017-12: Creating Sewer Extension District No. 2017-01 – Wayne 
Crown II Project (Third and Final Reading) 

 
11. Ordinance 2017-13: Amending Wayne Municipal Code Sec. 78-13 Stop Sign 

Locations; West of Main Street, South of 7th Street (Third and 
Final Reading) 
 

12. Ordinance 2017-14: Amending Wayne Municipal Code Sec. 78-212 Speed; 
Maximum (Third and Final Reading) 

 
13. Ordinance 2017-17: Rezoning Property from I-1 Light Industrial and 

Manufacturing to R-2 Residential — Lot 1 of the Giese 
Addition and Tax Lots 31 & 39 in Part of the N ½ of the SE ¼ 
of Section 13, Township 26N, Range 3E (Second Reading) 

 



14. Ordinance 2017-19: Creating Water Extension District No. 2017-01 – Beaumont 
Event Center Project (Second Reading) 

 
15. Ordinance 2017-20: Amending Wayne Municipal Code Title V Public Works, 

Chapter 53 Water Division, Sec. 53.038 Approval 
 
Background: Our current building code and our current city code prohibit any 
connections of a residence or business to the city electric system ahead of the meter.  
Our current codes do not specifically prohibit connections to the city water system 
ahead of the meter.  If our meter readers or our software spots an irregularity in the 
normal monthly readings, we check out the physical system.  Last year, we found a 
local business owner had bypassed his water meter during the three winter months 
that we use to determine the sewer rates.  We required restitution, but did not press 
criminal charges for theft of public services.   
 
We have recently encountered a new construction home where the contractor 
installed a Tee connection ahead of the water meter, and the owner wants to keep it.  
I see no valid reason for a connection to either city water or electricity ahead of the 
city meter used for billing. 
 
Recommendation:  The recommendation of Lowell Johnson, City Administrator, is 
to approve the amendment so we can clearly require any connections ahead of water 
meters to be removed or we discontinue service until they are removed. 
 

16. Action to approve the job description and authorize City Clerk to begin advertising 
for the Finance Director position 

 
17. Action to set alternate Council Meeting date for first meeting in July (July 5th or 7th) 

 
18. Adjourn 
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